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Symposium, Award Ceremony to be held next month
By Ilene Fleischmann
Executive Director
UB Law Alumni Association
A panel of legal experts will discuss
the impact that the expansion of criminal
law is having on other areas of the law,
such as banking, employment relation
ships, property rights, civil rights, evi
dence and environmental law, at the
15th annual UB Law Alumni Convoca
tion. The morning-long symposium will
begin at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March
2, at the CenterForTomorrowonthe UB
North (Amherst) campus.
At a luncheon at 12:15 p.m., immedi
ately following the convocation, Hon. M.
Dolores Denman, Associate Justice of
the Appellate Division of State Supreme
Court, Fourth Department, will receive
the Jaeckle Award for 1991. Named for
UB alumnus Edwin F. Jaeckle, Class of
1915, the award is the highest honor the
Law School and the Law Alumni Asso
ciation can bestow. It is given annually
to an individual who has distinguished
himself or herself and has made sig
nificant contributions to the Law School
~md to the legal profession.
Past recipients include Hon. John T.
Curtin, Manly Fleischmann and Hon.
Michael F. Dillon.
According to Anthony J. Colucci, Jr.,
president of the Law Alumni Association,
Justice Denman was selected because
"She has excelled as a lawyer and judge
in both trial and appellate courts at every
level. Named by Gov. Cuomo in 1983
as the first woman in the state to be
given permanent status in the Appellate
Division, she is widely known as a hard
working justice who can quickly identify

problems and issues. Her opinions,
written with precision and clarity, reflect
a broad understanding of the law and
the ability to enunciate its logical pro
gression, from one concept to another.
Hailed for her scholarship, she is noted
as well for her compassion."

Hon. M. Dolores Denman
This year's convocation will explore
how the expansion of criminal law re
quires that we reshape the ways in which
we think about and protect rights. Pros
ecutors, defense attorneys, a judge and
a law professorwill discuss issues related
to these changes in the law.
Dianne Avery, a law professor, and
Paul J. Suozzi, of Hurwitz & Fine, P.C.,
serve as co-chairs of the convocation

committee. Mark J. Mahoney, criminal
defense attorney for Bermingham, Cook
& Mahoney, P.C., and president of the
New York State Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers, will present the is
sues and speakers.
In addition, panelists and topics are:
Sheila A DiTullio, assistant district
attorney and chief of the Grand Jury
Bureau in the office of Erie County dis
trict attorney Kevin M. Dillon, will discuss
"Prosecuting State Crimes." Her topics
include the grand jury and its role in the
criminal justice system; obtaining im
munity and advising the nontarget wit
ness; the media, the grand jury, and the
community; and criminal prosecution of
environmental and workplace hazards.
Joel I. Daniels, a criminal defense attor
ney, will discuss "The Defense Attorney's
Perspective." He will cover entrapment;
insanity pleas and psychiatric testimony;
and preparing expert psychiatric wit
nesses: impeachment concerns.
Hon. Joseph P. McCarthy, Erie County
Court judge, will discuss ''The Role of
Judicial Discretion." Among his topics
are jury selection: challenging the
preemptory challenge; evolving
evidentiary issues: from preclusion to
inclusion, from corroboration to valida
tion, expert opinion testimony/eyewit
ness identification; and legislative re
strictions of judicial discretion in plea
agreements and sentencing.
Kathleen M. Mehltretter, assistant U.S.
Attorney, who is chief of the criminal
division in the office of U.S. Attorney
Dennis C. Vacco, will speak on "Pros
ecuting Federal Crims." Her topics in
clude parallel civil and criminal pro
ceedings; prosecution of SEC fraud;
federal forfeiture statutes: bank fraud, -

money laundering, the innocent co
owner; inspections by administrative
agencies: FDA, EPA, DOL.
Charles E. Carr, an associate profes
sor of law, will explore ''The Impact of
Criminal Law on the Community." He
will discuss the erosion of Fourth
Amendment rights; changing percep
tions of rights by citizens; and the use
and misuse of criminal law and proce
dures to solve social problems.
An extended panel discussion and
question and answer period will follow.
The Law Alumni Association has in
vited all law students to attend the morn
ing program free of charge. Students
must sign up by February 22 in the
alumni office (320 O'Brian Hall) so that
adequate written materials and break
fasts can be prepared.
Those students who want to stay for
lunch and the presentation of the Jaeckle
Award are also invited to sign up in the
alumni office for a law firm "scholarship."
Many area law firms buy talbes and
often have places available for law stu
dents.
For non-students, the fee is $35 for
1990-91 UB Law Alumni Association
members who have paid their annual
dues and $45 for all others. The fee
includes program, Continental breakfast
and lunch. Even if you cannot attend,
please consider sponsoring a law stu
dent. Firm tables for eight are available
for $320.
Please make checks payable to the
UB Law Alumni Association and mail to:
UB Law School Alumni Office, 320 John
Lord O'Brian Hall, Amherst Campus,
Buffalo, NY 14260.

SBA Debates Future Funding of SASU
By Darryl McPherson
Staff Reporter
On Wednesday, January 30, the Stu
dent Bar Association voted to release
funds it froze the previous week. The
SBA held off disbursing funds to the
Student Association of the State
Universoty, pending answers toques
tions raised by SBA Directors at the
January 23rd meeting. That resolution
came down in a 12-6-1 vote. The SBA
provides nearly $2,000 to SASU, and
has not yet paid for this semester.
The action was prompted by the ap
pearance of the new SASU campus
organizer, Ardeshirk before the SBA on
January 23rd. He came to introduce
himself, and to request that SBA des
ignate a new liaison to SASU. Mark
Steiner, the elected SASU delegate for
the law school, allegedly never appeared
before the SASU Board nor dealt with
SASU in any way. In an unrelated
event, both third year directors Steiner
and Lenny Cooper were dismissed from
the SBA at the meeting due to excessive
absenteeism.
SASU is a lobbying organization sta
tioned in Albany to advocate for student
rights. Many have felt of late that SASU
has done a poor job in representing the

students' real interests. The SBA felt it
would be prudent to get some answers
regarding SASU's effectiveness and
spending habits. Specifically, the SBA
wanted to know:
-why SASU did not take an active
stance against the cuts in financial aid,
-why SASU did not pursue legal action
against the state in response,
-why they did nothing to stop the $50
transportation fee, and
-why SASU delegates were sent to a
Young Communists League conference,
along with other basic concerns re
garding SASU's student caucuses.
Third year director John Wiencek
passionately displayed his dissatisfac
tion with SASU. Ironically, Wienciek
planned to raise his concerns over SASU
at the meeting before he knew of
Ardeshir's visit. He contends that the
organization is too concerned with
pursuing its own social and political
agenda. Alleged SASU involvement in
political conferences, and the spelling of
woman as "womyn" in all internal com
munications were cited as examples of
how SASU has fallen off course.
The SASU organizer for UB could not
answer the questions to the SSA's sat
isfaction, prompting the call for an ex
ecutive within SASU to address these

concerns before the SBA. ''The resolu
tion was meant to send a strong signal to
the SASU leadership that unless SASU
starts acting responsibly by represent
ing us, they may well lose their law
school funding," said second year di
rector Marc Hirschfield. A referendum
would have to be passed by the SBA,
followed by a majority vote of the student
body calling for the elimination of SASU
funding.
UB Law School is the only graduate
school with a seat on the SASU Board.
Though the point can be made that the
Law Schoold was inadequatlely repre
sented by the uninvolvement of Mark
Steiner, the SBA finds its objections
rooted in problems that affect the entire
university community.
The effectiveness of SASU has been
questioned before. Last semester, the
Student Association for the under
graduates cut SASU funding. Kelly
Sahner, president of the SA, upon
learning of the SSA's action said, "That's
wonderful." She went on to describe
other SASU deficiencies, alleging that
they showed little concern for the
Graduate Student Union effort, they
spend money on striking Hormel work
ers, and paid the former SASU campus
organizer for UB $14,000 "for doing
nothing." Sahner feels they are not

organized,. and do not know how to
budget money. "SASU is not worth it,"
she stated. An anti-SASU campaign is
mounting, with ex-SA presidents pro
viding information on the uselessness of
SASU.
In 1987, the UB undergraduates had
SASU's funding cut until 1988, when
SASU demonstrated that the organiza
tion could properly do the job. Daryl
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Two Law Student Arrested During Anti-War Protest
By Andrea Sammarco
News Editor
UB law students took part in an anti
war protest Thursday, January 17, and
two law students were arrested at the
protest on charges of disorderly conduct.
The students turned out to add their
voices to the throng of approximately
500 demonstrators which filled Lafayette
Square. The protest mirrored dozens of
others across the country, in response
to the current situation in the Gulf.
Carrying signs which read "no blood
for oil", and "it's arab soil/ it's arab oil/
peace in the Middle East (including
Palestine)", the protesters were met by
20 counterdemonstratorswho occupied
the outer edge of the square.
The arrests of Nathaniel Charny3L)
and Dean Hanley(2L) occurred late in
the protest. After Hanley attempted to
set a small U.S. flag on fire on the steps
of the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in
the center of the square, Detective
Dominic Pace of the Intelligence Unit
intervened and took the flag away from
him. No counterdemonstrators noticed
the incident or interfered when Hanley
put a lighter to the flag. When Hanley
attempted to retrieve the flag, he was
grabbed around the neck by Detective
Brian Miller, (also of the Intelligence
Unit) who began to drag him in the
direction of waiting police officers. Neither Pace nor Miller wore uniforms, and
sources present at the arrest have stated
that "none of us knew they were police
officers."
As Hanley was being dragged away
by Miller, another law student (who does
not wish to be identified) grabbed at
Miller in an attempt to free Hanley from
"getting the shit kicked out of him by a
redneck", assuming that Miller was a

2

counterdemonstrator. At the same time
Charny interposed himself between
Hanley and Miller and the other officers.
Miller accused Charny of hitting him on
the back and pushing him aside, and
both students were subsequently arrested.
·
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Both students were taken to Police
Headquarters, followed by approxi
mately fifteen demonstrators wishing to
assist Hanley and Charny. Their cases
will be handled separately, according to
Hanley.

The Charles Revson Foundation has announced the availability of Law
Students Public Interest (LSPIN) Fellowships for law students interested in
working in public interest positions. Stipends of $3,250 are availble for first
and second year law students atter1ding law school in New York and New
Jersey who have secured volunteer summer placements with public interest
organizations in the New York meuopolitan area.
The 1991 LSPIN Fellowship Program is being administered by the Root
Tilden-Snow Program at New York University School of Law. Up to 50 grants
will be made to students working full time for ten weeks during the summer
of 1991. Applications and more detailed guidelines have been forwarded to
both the Dean's office and the Placement Office. LSPIN encourages all
interested students fo apply.
Deadline for applications is Tuesday, March 12, 1991.

ATTENTION

IMPORTANT SB A ANNOUNCEMENTS

1) The Student Bar Association ( SBA) is sponsoring a Blood
Drive on February 11th and 12th. You can give blood in the
First floor lounge between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Blood type(+/
-) is especially needed.
2) Two 3rd year director i::ositions on the SBA Board have
opened up. Elections for nese two positions will take place
on February 4 and 5th. ouEide of the library, from 9 a.m. till 5
p.m. Onlythirdyearstuderitscan vote. Please bring your I.D.

Jessup Moot
Court
Update:
On Friday, February 15th and Satur
day, February 16th, UB Law School's
Jessup International Moot Court team
will compete in the 1991 Regional Jessup
Competition. It will be held at Marquette
University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The
four members of the UB team are Sean
Patrick Galliher, Dave Guertsen, Gay
Kang and Daniel Vira.
The road to this competition has been
a long one. At the beginning of last
semester team members were selected
(based on their writing and oral excel
lence) through their participation in the
Intramural Jessup Competition.
Throughout the remainder of last se
mester and over the break, these four
students worked together to prepare
two memorials (briefs) that will be sub
mitted to the judges of the upcoming
Regional Competition. This year's
Jessup problem involves the legal im
plications of anti-competitive practices
in international trade. Gay and Dave will
act as Applicant and Sean and Dan will
act as Respondent. They will be arguing
before law professors and local practi
tioners who will perform as judges of the
International Court of Justice.
Upon their arrival in Milwaukee, the
UB team will compete in several oral
rounds against teams from Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Iowa and Kansas. The
winning team from the Regional Com
petition will go on to the National Com
petition held in April. We wish our team
the best of luck.

Duplicity, Incompetence Lead to Persian Gulf Crisis
By Jim Monroe
Staff Writer

December, 1977. Ex-CIA Bureau Chief
Phillip Agee asserts that the CIA spends
a large amount of its resources in
manpower, money, and time attempting
to control the American media.
May 5, 1990. CIA experts warn the
Pentagon that Iraq is preparing to invade
Kuwait.
June 20, 1990. Iraq contacts the U.S.
embassy in Baghdad in regard to a
dispute with Kuwait.
The U.S. fails to respond.
July 31, 1990. Iraq requests that the
U.S. Assistant (the Ambassador had
been called to Washington by James
Baker), Ambassador to Iraq respond
immediately to the Kuwait border prob
lem.
After telephoning the U.S. Secretary
of State, the Assistant Ambassador tells
Hussein, ''The U.S. has no opinion on
inter-Arab disputes.
August 2, 1990. Iraq invades Kuwait,
Bush emotes shock and dismay.
August 4, 1990. George Bush says that
the danger to Saudi Arabia is imminent
because satelite photos show that Iraq
is preparing a massive offensive on the
Saudi border.
August 10-30. The Bush administration
pushes potential allies on the U.N. Se
curity Council into backing any resolu
tion that it puts in front of it, including
sanctions, blockades, and the use of
limited force to insure compliance.
The sanctions take hold almost imme
diately and shortages of staples are
reported from Iraq.
Saddam Hussein restricts travel by
foreign nationals and calls these hos
tages, "guests".
September - October, 1990. Hussein
makes some ill-advised attempts at
public relations and, at the same time,
using the hostages as "human shields"
as well as offering to give free oil to any
third world nation that will defy the
blockade.
Bush continually calls Hussein, "$AD
HAM" which means shoeshine boy in
stead of Saddam which means learned
one. White House Chief of Staff, John
Sununu calls him "So Damn Insane" on
national television. Not to be outdone in
the name calling department, the leader
of the Desert Shield campaign, General
"Storm in" Norman Schwarzkopf, calls
the desert "the world's largest ashtray".
In a move calculated to insure Iraq's
intransigience and at the same time
bolstering an attempt to beat the wimp
factor that has plagued his career,
George Bush assures everyone that
he'll, "kick Sad-Ham's ass." In the same
speech Bush accidently pronounces
Saddam's name right and makes a fal
tering attempt to mispronounce it in the
very next sentence.
Members of the nation's largest
mideast consulting firms reveal that,
although they are typically consulted by
the State Department on every major
mideast negotiation, no one from the
White House has contacted them since
the crisis began. On this same NBC
morning program, one of the consult
ants reveals that saying you'll kick a
moslem's ass is equivalent to saying
"f**k your mother'' because of the Mos
lem belief in the unholiness of the feet.

The U.S. sends hundreds of thou
sands of troops to the gulf without any
rotation plan. Members of Congress
say the die has been cast for war.
Saddam begins to allow some foreign
hostages to leave. He encourages
Americans to visit their loved ones in
Iraq. The American media goes wild
showing the picture of Saddam, an Arab
man, touching a young, white male
British hostage.

torches a flag in defiance of Degen hart's
boys' threats and the off duty plainclothes
police wade into the crowd swinging.
Anyone who is in their way is arrested.
All the networks report the incident as if
the peace demonstrators had started
trouble.

started under Nixon in 1968, and the
Patriot was saved by Jimmy Carter
against Republicans who wanted to take
defense jobs away from liberal Massa
chusetts (where it's made)
January 25, 1991. All three networks

November 10-30, 1990. Immediately
after the Republicans lose ground in the
Congressional elections, President Bush
escalates both the troop deployment
and the hysterical ("he's another Hitler")
rhetoric.
Pat Buchanan, ex-White House
spokesman under Reagan, says that
war against the Iraqis is a bad idea
because we should unite all Moslem
and Jewish people for a holy war against
secular humanism.
The Soviet Union releases recon
naissance photographs that prove Bush
was lying when he said that Iraq was
building up for an invasion on the Saudi
border. Bush responds by sending rich
draft dodger Dan Qualye to rally the
troops.
December, 1990. Hussein, in a move
he later regrets, lets all the hostages go
before Christmas.
The U.N. Security Council decides
that January 15 is the magic date, after
which the U.S. can no longer tolerate
Saddam holding on to our beloved
democratic friend Kuwait.
In order to manipulate this U.N. reso
lution for the magic date, Bush must
wink at death trials ·for Tiannamen
Square students being held by our most
favored nation, China. He must also
mortgage our children's economic future
by forgiving massive debts and he must
imperil Israel's security by allowing her
enemies to buy our latest military hard
ware.
Bush also promLses renewed eco
nomic aid to the Soviet Union and then
sits down for a oozy chat with Syria's
Haffez el-Assad whom many believe to
be responsible for the terrorist bombing
of Pan Am 103.

UB students held apeace rally in Capen Lobby on January 22, 1991
January 18, 1991. Everyday, all three
networks sell the public on the idea that
we could not possibly do without the
wonderful Patriot missile which attacks
the vicious SCUD and that Reagan was
so right to mortgage our children's fu
tures for defense spending. What they
forget to tell the public is that the SCUD
is a modem dinosaur, the Patriot couldn't
shoot down anything resembling a self
guided missile, the Patriot program

VALENTINE'S DAY PERSONALS
HAVE ARRIVED!
February 14th is Valentine's Day-A day of love, and romance, and joy.
'Tis a day to go new places, make new friends, and try new things.
'Tis a day of courting and appealing, and rendering judgments.
'Tis a day to say to the one you love, or the one you desire, "Hey
baby, wanna come over and exchange briefs tonight?"

Only you can make this wonderful day complete! Take out a personal ad
in The Opinion's first ever Valentine's Day Personals!!!

January 14, 1991. According to the
media, 50% of the people in America
believe that war is wrong, Saddam
Hussein has been stopped, and that we
should allow sanctions to work. Talk
show hosts work feverishly to find any
one from the other 50% that think we
should go to war.

January 17, 1991. Buffalo Police
Commissioner Ralph Degenhart tells
some off duty cops to attend the Peace
protest at Lafeyette Square and start
trouble and make some arrests. One of
the outraged peace demonstrators
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FRIENDS, ROMANTICS, LAW STUDENTS,
Lend Us Your Heartfelt Words

January 2-8, 1991. Bush says that the
Constitution does not require Congres
sional approval for declarations of war.
In his magnanmity (and after lobbying
hard for 4 months), Bush decides that
Congress may advise him and then he
will make an independent decision.
Congress hedges its bets and with the ·
votes of the Dixiecrats. Bush narrowly
wins approval for his war.

January 16, 1991. After allowing 4 1/2
months for the sanctions to work George
Bush singlehandedly orders 500,000
American people into battle against what
he says is the "imminent danger to vital
U.S. interests".

begin to mention that their reports on the
U.S. war is being heavily censored by
the military.
In response to a Harris poll, 38% of
those who support the war say that they
are confused as to what that question
means.
An article in the Buffalo News says
that student activism is at an all time
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SBA: cont. from page 1
Parker, second year director, was also
involved in that effort. "I led the fight to
cut the undergraduate spending for
SASU, and I'll do the same for the law
school." The goal of the directors is not
the elimination of SASU. They just want
its performance improved. "In my opin
ion, the SUNY students need a state
wide organization to lobby on behalf of
the students. A reformed SASU would
serve this purpose," added Hirschfield.
The SBA's hopes for a quick response
form the SASU leadership were met with
the appearance of Glenn Magpantay,
SASU's Vice-President for Campus Af
fairs on the 30th. Though some directors
wanted to hear from SASU President
Judith Krebs, Magpantay's presence
served to satisfy the demand for a SASU
executive, but the quality of his answers
would determine SASU's future.
The second SBA meeting began with a
strained start as over a dozen spectators
observed the proceedings. Making it
worse was the late arrival of Magpantay,
who had car trouble. The delay of over
an hour was filled with debate over the
question of continued SASU funding.
The majority of the spectators were pro
SASU and argued against cutting SASU
funding. Terry Mayo, a second year law
student, said she was there, "because a
voice in Albany is critically important, and
to do away with SASU is not a useful
method to ensure effective representa
tion ."
Emotions flared easily, with SBA di-

rectors reiterating their concerns over
SASU, and stressing that the elimination
of SASU was not the ultimate goal. The
spectators countered with charges of red
baiting (in reference to SASU's alleged

stipulated that no check will be issued
until after February 20, when a report
from SASU will be due, either from the
SASU delegate or a SASU executive.
Immediately after the vote, one of the
pro-SASU spectators, Rhonda Weir, a
first year law. student, was appointed
temporary SASU delegate until a per
manent delegate can be elected in the
spring.

"... unless SASU starts acting
responsibly by representing us,
they may well lose their law
school funding."
-Marc Hirschfield
2nd Year SBA Director
involvement with the Young Communist
Leage), pursuing a poitical agenda serv
ing only the interests of particular SBA
directors, and alleging ineffectiveness of
the SBA as a whole.
Though Magpantay had arrived, he did
not speak, and debate continued until a
motion was made to release the funds. It
passed with a vote of 14-5-1. The motion

In the First Floor Lounge, SBA Presi
dent Taunya Hannibal, mostofthe direc
tors, and some of the spectators contin-.
ued the discussion with Magpantay after
the formal meeting adjourned. That
meeting was also quite heated. Some of
the directors felt SASU's political activ
ism hurt the organization's relationship
with New York state legislators. SASU's

supporters believed it was not SBA's
place to dictate SASU's methodology.
"I'm concerned that we're debating on
the philosophical purpose of SASU, while
tuition hikes, program cuts, course can
cellations, financial aid cuts, and campus
closings are going through," said Glenn
Magpantay. Eventually the meeting
ended with a better sense of under
standing, if not satisfaction.
The aftermath of the conflict remains
somewhat bitter. "It was amazing that I
was attacked by ideologues for just
wanting to ask questions of SASU," stated
Jim Maisano, second year director and
former SASU supporter. "I just happen to
believe that most students don't want
their money spent on Communist con
t erences and changing the spelling of
woman. I want SASU to work on real
student issues." Marc Hirschfield was
"appalled" that Judith Krebs did not ap
pear, noting that she made the time to
ask for SBA money last year. Taunya
Hannibal is optimistic. "After talking to
Glenn, I'm sure SASU will respond to our
needs."
As an SBA director, I was also involved
in the debate, which seemed blown out of
proportion. There were untrue allegations
that the SASU budget cut was being
done behind the students· backs. It was
bothersome that the vote to unfreeze
came before Mr. Magpantay spoke, which
was the entire point of the original motion.
It seemed as if the public outcry of a few
intimidated the SBA Board into simply
voting the problem away without dealing
with the issue. Despite all that, the SBA/
SASU relationship has improved, and in
time, everyone may be satisfied:

Future of Research & \Vriting Program Uncertain
By Maria L. Germani
Editor-in-Chief

It's that Treasure Hunt time of year
again. If the library seems slightly more
occupied than usual these days, it is
undoubtedly due to the first year law
students working on their first assignment
of the semester for Research and Writing. For many law students, the Research
and Writing Program is their first experience in legal research and learning the
intricate nuances of "how to write like a
lawyer." For some. it is even the basis for
entering the library for the very first time.
The importance of the Research and
Writing Program cannot be stressed
enough. Jonathan Johnsen, a third year
law student and Research and Writing
instructor noted, "[Research and writing)
are all that we do in our first summer
jobs." Indeed most students believe
Research and Writing to be one of the
most important courses for their law
school and future professional careers.
Some people view a course in legal research and writing as an oxymoron.
Unfortunately, the amount of resources
devoted to the Research and Writing
Program to match its degree of importance, has been minimal. A recurring
bone of contention among law students
is the fact that their peers-often with only
minimal experience in legal research and
writing, or questionable credentials to
teach the course, are their instructors.
Many Research and Writing students are
uncomfortable and disatisfied with an
evaluation (critical or positive) by a peer/
teacher potentially less qualified than the
students themselves .
By no means is this an assualt on all
lawstudentteachingassistantswhoteach
Research and Writing. In fact, the experiences and qualifications of many
Research and Writing TAs are superb;
some have held prior similar teaching
positions, hold graduate English degrees
or possess extensive writing experiences
obtained during careers before entering
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One proposed plan would be to scratch and Writing Program exists for the Fall
law school (i.e. journalists).
the
legal writing program as it presently 1991 semester, and no faculty member
Another complaint of some Research
and Writing students concerns the time exists, and replace it with a course em has volunteered or been appointed to the
constraints of most TA law students (due phasizing mechanical exercises in library task.
to family or other employment responsi- researc_h only. To date, no new Research
bilities in addition to the demands of . .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
course work)-thus leaving Research and
Writing students in the hands of potentially
overburdened and/or incompetent T As
with insufficient and inadequate time
teaching Research and Writing demands
and deserves.
Legal research and writing courses
taught by law student TAs is not unique
to Buffalo Law School. Research and
writing programs in law schools across
the country similarly employ law students
in the same capacity as this law school;
a stipend plus free tuition. Other law
schools, realizing the importance of a
research and writing program, have full
timestaffemployeesteachingthecourse.
The set-up of such a course not only
reflects the immediate time, attention,
andresourcesalegalresearchandwriting
student deserves, but also appreciates
the importance of legal research and
writing over the span of a legal career.
Normally headed by faculty members,
By
for the past decade the Research and
VALENTINE'S DAY FOOD DRIVE TheSponsored
Writing Program here at Buffalo Law
Bar Association
School has been under the auspices of
FEBRUARY 14
Of Erie County
Professors Nils Olsen and Robert Berger,
whom have both resigned from their
U.B. Law School hos agreed to participate in the Erie County Bar Association's
duties the Program entails. To date, the
second
annual ..Have a Heart"Valentine's Day Food Drive, which will collect food
Research and Writing Program, as it
and monetary donations for the Food Bank of Western New York, Inc.
exists, is in jeopardy. In an effort to
The Law School has been requested that, if possible, each of you bring in al least
recruit replacement faculty to head the
two non-perishable food items by Monday, February 11, 1991. You may drop off
Program, and in search of new ideas for
your donations in the SBA office (Room 101) or the Dean's Office (Room 317). In
a new program, on January 25th Asso
addition, SBA members will be collecting donations at a table set up by the Law
ciate Dean John Schlegel held a meeting
Library entrance on Thursday, February 7, between the hours of 11 :00 a.m. and
for any taculty interested in the Research
3:00 p.m. On Monday, February 11 the donations will be collected and taken to
and Writing Program. Every faculty
the Erie County Courthouse for display until Valentine's Day,
member received notice of the meeting.
In lieu of food, monetary donations will be gratefully accepted. Checks should
Besides Dean Schlegel himself, and Nils
be made payable to the Food Bank of Western New York, Inc. and should be
Olsen-the outgoing head of the Progam,
dropped off in Room 317.
only two other faculty members (Jeff
Please help the less fortunate among us by participating in this worthy cause.
Blum and Lou Swartz) attended, as well
as law librarian Ellen Gibson.
The outcome of the meeting is unclear.
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Pentagon Plays Pravda with Press Releases
By Andrea Sammarco
News Editor

As U.S. presence in the Middle East
continues to grow, concerned voices in
both Congress and the media question
the propriety of allowing the military to
control coverage of the current war.
Guidelines established by the Pentagon
include designated "PIOs", or military
public information officers, whose job
involves editing and/or censoring all
reports coming back from journalists
covering the Gulf War. These guidelines
also require that journalists be restricted
to working in small groups with military
escorts. In some cases the news that the
American media reports has been created
by Pentagon photo opportunities and
monitored interviews. Reporters are
forbidden from covering any fighting
outside of the government-controlled pool
reports. The press has no direct access

to the military personnel serving in the
gulf, and little means of conveying
unexpurgated news to the American
public.
Pentagon officials claim that such re
strictions are necessary to protect national
security, ensure the secrecy of pending
military moves ("operational security")
and to preserve human dignity. In an
effort to demonstrate their willingness to
share as much information as possible
with the public, Defense Secretary Dick
Chaney and Colin Powell, General of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, have held regular
and revealing press conferences with
reporters, detailing what they deem to be
each day's newsworthy events.
Certain members of Congress, how
ever, are not appeased. Representative
Bruce F. Vento, D-Minn., and fourteen
other House members sent a letter to
Chaney criticising the Pentagon's
guidelines for news coverage, claiming
that they "seriously undermine First

Amendment rights." Representatives
were especially concerned that the pub
lic might react unfavorably if coverage of
the war turned out to be inaccurate or a
misrepresentation of actual events.
In addition, prominent members of the
press are speaking out against the
guidelines. Eric Ober, former soldier and
the current president of CBS News in
New York criticised the differences in
press coverage allowed currently as
compared with the coverage of the
Vietnam War. "During the Vietnam War,
reporters could go anywhere-anytime".
The only restrictions during that war
were that no troop movements be re
ported prior to their occurrence, and that
no faces of dead or wounded soldiers be
shown before families were notified. Al
though much less restrictive, many people
blamed the press for the public's over
whelmingly negative reaction to the U.S.
continued involvement in the Vietnam
War.
A recent PBS special entitled

"Making Sense of the Sixties" indicated
that opposition to the war increased dra
matically when it became apparent that
military reports of successful strategic
manuevers didn't comport with the press·
account of the war.
Eric Ober·s disenchantment with the
Pentagon guidelines stems from his
distrust of "pack journalism." According
to Ober, "(This type of reporting) allow(s)
the military to orchestrate and control the
news before it reaches the American
people. Without free, open reporting, the
country would mostly get its news from
the same people from the same locations
saying roughly the same thing. There is
little room for original reporting. "
Recent reports from the gulf may bear
out Ober and others concern that the war
is being "sanitized", since most reports
indicate a hugely successful military
campaign. The truth of these assertions
can only be tested with the passage of
time.

Community Agencies Gulf Crisis: Continued
from paa:e 3
Seek Volunteers
By Brian Madrazo

Nearly twenty legal services agencies
in the Buffalo area are looking for vol
unteers from the law school to assist in
providing help to the community.
Responding to a survey by the Buffalo
Public Interest Law Program, a variety of
agencies are interested in, and have a
vital need for, student volunteers to per
form tasks ranging from litigation support
to research.
Students can choose an agency based
on the type of work it does and its loca
tion. Hours and responsibilities would
be worked out between the agency and
the student, though most agencies indi
cate they need from three to five hours
per week.
BPILP is facilitating the program to
match students with agencies. Agencies
participating include Niagara Legal Aid,
Prisoner's Legal Services of New York,
Neighborhood Legal Services, Homeless
Task Force, Oak Orchard Legal Services
of Batavia, Volunteer Legal Services
Project of Monroe County, and various
others.
BPILP's Pro Bono Task Force devel
oped the idea of matching student vol
unteers and needy agencies as a way of
fostering and sustaining student in
volvement in public interest careers and

pro bono legal work.
The aim is for the program to provide
students with the opportunity to work ir
the public sector from the first day of law
school. Those who are intent on public
interest careers can get a head start,
while students who are not can none
theless get a taste of how easy pro bono
can be. In addition, UB students can get
sorely needed research skills honed. The
flexibility of volunteering makes it an ideal
way for students to get a sense of what
public interest work is about, as well~
valuable experience.
Similarvolunteerprograms have begun
to appear nationwide, while some
schools, such as Tulane, have adopted
mandatory pro bono requirements. Stu
dents at Tulane are required to work 20
hours over the course of their law school
careers. The 253 graduates of Tulane's
1990 class, all of whom successfully
completed the pro bono requirement,
said it increased both their willingness to
provide pro bono services in the future,
and their confidence in their own ability to
handle cases.
There is a real need for students, first
through third year, to volunteer. Anyone
who is interested should stop by the
Publie Interest office at 502 O'Brian and
speak with Chris or Kathleen, or drop a
note to Brian Madrazo in Box 449.

high. The article mentions racism and
the environment but avoids any refer
ence to anti-war activism.
Hussein, in an attempt to cut off water
supplies to the U.S. troops creates an
environmental nightmare, unleashing
many million barrels of oil into the Per
sian Gulf. Pentagon officials decide to
use the bad environmental press against
Hussein but do nothing to clean up the
spill which they quickly conclude is too
large to deal with ecologically. Instead
they say they'll work for the animal "at the
top of the food chain" by saving the
desalination plants.
No one mentions the incredible envi
ronmental damage being wrought by
100,000 bombs and missiles and 20,000
air sorties per week.

January 26, 1991. While millions protest
for peace around the country the media
hypes every possible pro-war demon
stration. For example, 200 peace dem
onstrators, including physicists, chemists,
lawyers, doctors, doctoral candiidates,
teachers, ministers, union workers, and
priests, crowd Lafayette Square for a
rally and the Buffalo news prints a pic
ture of three flag waving warmongers
and interviews one of the warmongers
and a nut that says he's son of the new
galactic order.
I interview two activists for the Opinion.
Michael Gurwitz says that "there were

over two hundred of us and a handful of
pro-war supporters and, yet, the Buffalo
News chose to highlight the few counter
protesters in their coverage of the rally.
The News is obviously out to bang the
drum for Bush's oil war."
Chris Appleton, from the UB Coalition
to Stop the War said, "The news media's
pro-war bias has hindered our efforts by
not properly reporting the facts about the
ant-war movement. The focus from the
start has mainly alteranated between the
destructiveness of the U.S.'s weapons
systems and the brutaluity of Hussein's
regime. This is not the full story."

January 27, 1991. The entire nation
watches the Bills lose the Super Bowl
often forgetting which is the game and
which is the war despite the schmaltzy
rhetoric of the announcers and the ad
vertisers.
January 28, 1991. Two articles on the
front page of the business section of the
Buffalo News extol the virtues of war for
short term investment gain. One starts
with the song by Edwin Starr, "War, what
is it good for? Absolutely Nothin'!'' It then
goes on to say,"While the benefits to
companies that build weapons, electronic
guidance systems, anti-missile missiles
and body bags are obvious even to me ...

CONTINUED ON PG. 11

Reduction in LMP Admissions Raises Difficult Questions
By Evan Inlaw

The Legal Methods Program (LMP)
here at UB Law School was founded on
the belief that racial minorities in the U.S.
are capable of doing well in law school
and on the Bar Exam, but lack the tech
niques for demonstrating proficiency in
the skills valued for law school. There
fore, the LMP provides one year of aca
demic support for those in the program;
the academic support consists of tutori
als that emphasize black letter law and
test taking skills. Also, the LMP was
implemented to mitigate the gross
underrepresentation of racial minorities
in the legal profession. Consistent with
this goal, the LMP fosters increased ad-

missions of racial minorities (and some
disadvantaged whites) through affirma
tive action.
Last year, the Faculty and Administra
tion got together to restructure the LMP.
According to statistics recently released
. by Dean Filvaroff, the changes made by
the faculty and administration have lead
to more than a 40% reduction in the
number of minorities registered under
the LM P. This reduction primarily reflects
thatthe number of blacks registered under
the program has been drastically reduced
by 67% as compared to past years.
Furthermore, the number of blacks ad
mitted overall (both regular admits and
LMP admits) has been drastically reduced
by more than 52 percent.
According to the f acuity and adminis
tration, the LMP was cut nearly in half to

strengthen the program. On the surface
this seems to be a legitimate reason
fewerstudents are easier to manage. On
the other hand, the drastic reduction in
the LMP raises some difficult questions
for the facuity and administration.
The reduction in the LMP must mean
that standards for admission have been
more selective this year. How is it that
the increased selectivity directly corre
sponds to a significant reduction in the
number of blacks admitted? If standards
for LMP admissions has become more
selective, are the standards for regular
admissions also more selective?
Increasing the representation of mi
norities in the legal profession, means
preparing LMP students for the Bar Ex
amination. Does the increased selectiv
ity have anything to do with the low Bar

passage rate among minorities? There
is a pretty low Bar passage rate among
regular admits also. Have the standards
for regular admissions become more
selective? Did the old system of LMP
admissions admit students who really
shouldn't be in law school? If so, hasn't
the program served to cheat the more
capable from attending this law school?
If not, then how can one rationally ex
clude minority students that would have
otherwise been admitted, but for the re
duction in the program?
The f acuity and administration must be
held accountable for all of the difficult
questions concerning the LM P reduction.
Accordingly, such questions ought to be
directed at the faculty and administra-

SEE CHART ON PG. 11

Tuesday, February 5, 1991 • The Opinion

5

0PINION

The Justification of Affirmative Action

__

.__

Dear Editor:
February 5, 1991

Volume 31, No. 9

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor-In-Chief:
Managing Editor:
Business Manager:
News Editor:
Features Editor:
Layout Editor:
Photography Editor:
Art Director:

Maria L. Germani
Maria E. Schmit
Sandra Williams
Andrea Sammarco
John B. Licata
Michael D. Gurwitz
Jim Monroe
Ron Rusczyk

Staff: Nathanial Charny, Lenny Cooper, Darryl McPherson
Contributors: Ilene Fleischmann, Taunya Hannibal, Evan lnlaw, Brian Madrazo,
Subrata Paul
CCopyr,ght 1990. The Opinion, SBA. Any reproduction ol materials herein Is strictly prohblted without the express consent of the
Editors. The Opinion Is published every two weeks during the academic yuear. tt Is the student newspaper ol the State University
of New York at Buffalo School of Law, SUNYAB Amherst Canl)us, Buffalo, New York 14260. The views expresaed In this paper are
not necessarily tho&e of the Ednorlal Board or Staff of The Opinion. The Opinion Is a non-profit organization. third-class postage
entered al Buffalo, NY. Editorial policy of The Opinion la determined collectively by the Editorial Board. The Opinion Is funded by
the SBA from S1udent Law Fees.
The Op,n,on welcomes letters to the editor but r86erves the rlghtto edit tor length and libelous content. Letters longer than three typed
double spaced pages will n01 be accepted. Please do not put anything you wish printed under our office door. All submissions should
be placed ,n law school malboxes 677 or 808 by the deadline date. Deadlines tor the semester are posted In the maliroomand outside
TII• Opinion office, 724 O'Brlan.

THE OPINION MAILBOX
Cook Story Half-Baked

The numerous and complex social issues involved in the term "affirmative action"
have been the subject of increasingly intensive discussion recently. Since it is
generally known that the Law School has an "affirmative action" program, described
as the Legal Methods Program, it seems desirable to state with some precision its
origins, goals, and basic character.
The Program fosters the admission and provides support after admission to
specially admitted students. These are primarily Blacks, Hispanics, and Native
Americans, but other applicants who assert that they have been so educationally
disadvantaged as to need special assistance in order to cope with the demands of
legal education are considered and have been accepted.
The Program had its inception in the report of the Chancellor of the State University
of New York, Samuel B. Gould, in 1967. He said: 'We have reached a stage in the
evolution of democracy where it is no longer possible to talk about equality of
opportunity without doing something about it, something to prove unmistakably that
we mean what we say."
In 1968, President Martin Meyerson of the State University at Buffalo, established
a Select Committee on Equal Opportunity and an Office of Equal Opportunity. He
expressed the hope that "we might find ways in YJhich to expand greatly our service
to disadvantaged and minority groups in Metropolitan Buffalo and throughout the
State .... An intolerable waste of human resources ... must now be checked through
massive cooperative efforts in which the University will play a major part ...".
These commitments have been reaffirmed both by succeeding Chancellors and
Presidents, including President Sample.
The Law School Faculty shared these concerns, believing that "minorities of color
had been subjected to extremely discriminatory exclusion from or access to the
dominant cultural environment and institutions, especially in such critical areas as
jobs, housing and education. The result was restricted sharing in the body of
information which forms the core of the dominant culture, in the acquisition of the
skills most rewarded by that culture, and in the techniques for demonstrating
proficiency in those skills." In addition to these considerations, the Faculty was
convinced that a professional school was obligated to attempt to mitigate the gross
underrepresentation of persons of color in the profession.
In according with those mandates and convictions, the Law School in -1968
adopted a special admissions and support program. That program was reaffirmed
by the Faculty in 1970 and incorporated in a long range plan for the Law School
adopted in 1975 (from which the above quotation was taken). From the outset, as
noted, participation in the program has included individuals, not members of
identifiable minority groups, who showed both the same need for help in overcoming
educational handicaps and the promise of successful professional performance with
such help.
Over the past 20 years, the Program has taken several different forms, as
experience and the availability of resources have dictated. The form adopted in 1982
was based upon a separate course in Legal Methods, with tutorial assistance in the
other courses primarily with teaching assistants. In the spring of 1990, the School
was convinced that the results were not what they should and could be, and a revision
of the Program was implemented for the fall of 1990. The basis of this program is
the dropping of the separate Legal Methods course and the creation of a small
section for Legal Methods students in one of the regular courses, with professorial
tutorial assistance in the other courses. Those most immediately involved are in
agreement that this arrangement has proved to be far more rewarding than the
previous one.
The essentials of the Program have been spelled out in detail in each of the
Bulletins of the Law School since the early 70's. The State University of New York
at Buffalo and the Law School are satisfied that the facts inescapably reveal that the
handicapping effects of generations of severe racism and other forms of socially
sanctioned disadvantage have not been overcome, and thatthe obligations recognized
20 years ago are still compelling.
Jacob D. Hyman
Professor of Law, Emeritus

Dear Editor:
This is in response to Maria German i's article on "Personnel Changes on the Third
Floor'' in the November 20th issue of your paper. In the interest of full disclosure,
might the fact that Ms. Germani was Ms. Szydlowski's work-study student for a year
have biased her in writing this article?
When a person is insubordinate towards superiors it should [not] and must not be
tolerated. If it is, then it adversely affects others. In your article, some have quoted
Ms. Szydlowski as being "competent," others say "insubordinate." The fact is that
a person may be viewed as competent by some. At the same time, showing
insubordination towards her superiors and a lack of cooperation that is a necessary
part of the teamwork that goes into the running of a department or school, detracts
and overshadows that competence.
Your attack on Dean Cook on a personal level is very unprofessional. She should
be commended for her tolerance in an untenable situation over a long period of time.
Dean Cook fills a very fragile and catalytic position. Administrators at times have to
make hard decisions. The article described Dean Cook as a "Yes Man" [sic]; "aiming
to please her superiors at all costs." Is it conceivable then that it was Or. Cook's
decision, and her's alone, to relocate three secretaries, reassign three faculty
members and leave the Dean's office without a backup secretary? Not likely.
Change is not always popular but it is sometimes inevitable.
Something must have led to the sudden moves and changes that took effect on the
morning of November 5th. Was it really a surprise to all or just a few? Normally such
drastic changes do not occur precipitously. Previous incidents obviously led to these
decisions. It seems that statements, incidents and, or facts, are taken out of context
or incomplete. Could it be because only a select few were interviewed?
In exercising the freedom of the press, you must always be careful to get all the
facts not just enough to slant a story in the favor of one or another. We are certain
that if you had broadened your aspects your story would have taken on a different
connotation.
Dina Poeller & Roseann Perrin
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3L SBA Candidate
To the Editor:
In preparing this letter I looked over an old copy of The Opinion to get a sense of
the flavor of the previous letters submitted for this position, [S.B.A. Class Director],
and I am sorry to say that in comparison, this letter may seem a little bland to the
reader. I am running for class director not in hopes of ridding the world of social
injustice or in pursuit of drastically changing the character of the student-faculty
relationship or how this university is run. To be honest, this body just does not have
the power to bring about these types of changes. I am running because I want an
opportunity to meet face to face with the administration and tell them about the day
to day problems and concerns that we law students have. I went to U.B. as an
~ndergraduate, and_afte~ being here for about ten years I believe that I have a good
idea of how the university operates and what things the administration sees as
important in their overall scheme of things. By presenting our needs and concerns
in a way that is in line with the goals of the administration I believe I can increase our
cha~c~s of ~etting something accomplished; rather than presenting proposals to the
adm~mstrat,on that have no chance of getting any substantive approval, but always
receive asurance~ f~om the ~n!versity that they are with us in principal, but
unfortu~ately at this time .... ~•thin the S.B.A. itself I am concerned that all groups
get a fair shot at adequate funding. I do not support in principal all the groups funded
by the S.B.~.. but _I do enjoy th~ diversified atmosphere these groups create. From
the Federalist Society to the National Lawyers Guild (all groups listed alphabetically),
they all expand the arena of argument here and therefore make this law school a
better place. I bring no agenda with me to this position, except your own problems
and concerns. Thank you.
Mark A. Doane
3L

!!!!!GROUND ZERO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

A Day in the Life ofGeorge Herbert Walker Bush
by Michael D. Gurwitz
Layout Editor
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Are We Having Fun Yet?
MAILBOX CONTINUED FROM PG. 6
Dear Editor:

Funds Cut to Mentally Ill
By Maria Schmit,
Managing Editor

The New York State 1991 budget cuts
will have a harmful impact on the men
tally ill, as well as the individuals and
facilities that provide for their care. A
large part of Governor Cuomo's budget
cuts is the Office of Mental Health. The
New York state mental health budget
will be reduced by over $53 million dol
lars this year, with plans for further cuts
next year. This year, over $1 O million
dollars will be slashed from the amount
counties in the state will receive for
psychiatric and mental health care. In
addition, over $40 million dollars will be
cut from state-operated psychiatric
centers and out- patient clinics.
Approximately 1,200 state employees
from the Office of Mental Health will lose
their jobs. Most of these positions be
long to professionals and semi-profes
sionals serving the patients in state- run
psychiatric centers. These positions
include psychiatrists, neurologists, other
doctors, nurses, therapists, social
workers and aides.
Locally, the West Seneca Develop
mental Center, a facility for children, will
lose eight positions. Six employees will
be laid off and two lost through early
retirement. All of the positions, except
one, are professional. In addition,
twenty-one other positions are being
affected. Transplanted workers will re
place positions presently held by child
psychologists, social workers and oth
ers experienced with child care. Civil
service employees with less seniority

•.•

will be replaced by workers with greater
seniority and shuttled into positions
elsewhere. However, the replacements
have little if any experience working with
children, despite their seniority. Some
lack the specialized educational training
or experience necessary forworking with
children. These changes, which will all
take effect February 20, 1991, will weaken
the services that the center is able to
provide. Unfortunately, it is the children
who will suffer most from the cuts.
The Buffalo Psychiatric Center will also
be affected by the budget cuts. The
Center will lose 31 staff members.
Nineteen staff members will be directly
laid off, and others will be lost to early
retirement, reassignment, or replace
ment by those with civil service seniority
rights. The cuts at the Center affect the
entire staff. Job losses, which will take
effect February 20, 1991, cut across the
board, affecting both professionals and

Let's fact it, de facto , the faculty state
ment says this :
Upon entering law school, you sacri
fice your right to free speech . You may
no longer say anything that hurts
minority's, women's or homosexual's
feelings. You also may no longer say
anything that does not support this
school's leftist, "politically correct," ide
ology. Any such statements will be met
with Boos, Hisses, Cold Stares, Cold
Shoulders, and Talking Behind the
Speaker's Back. The speaker will, most
likely, no longer be called upon in class.
Anyone caught making even one politi
cally incorrect statement will be assumed
to be Racist, Sexist and "Homophobic."
Anything he or she says to show that he
or she is not racist, sexist, or homophobic
will not be believed, ever! This policy
has been enacted to ensure the success
of the faculty's political agendas and the
free flow of leftist ideas (to the exclusion
of all others) in this exemplary academic
institution known nationally for its stu
dents· academic achievements and Bar
pass rates.

semi-professionals in the health care
field. Though the Center tried to protect
its direct care jobs, the prospect of fur
ther cuts next year threatens the direct
personal care needs of patients.
The Buffalo Psychiatric Center fared
better than some centers. The Gowanda
Psychiatric Center, for example, a
smaller center than Buffalo's, will lose
over 60 employees due to budget cuts.
These cuts will affect direct care posi
tions.
The cuts will have disastrous effects
on the state-run mental health facilities
which serve approximately 45,000 pa
tients statewidethe state. Thesecuts
will increase the number of pati~nts
each doctor, nurse, therapist, aide and
social worker has to serve. Reduced
staff will lead to greater workloads for

CONTINUED ON PG. 11
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Those interested in starting a
long-term, focused, disciplined
exploration ofaltemativedispute
resolution possibilities with spe
cial nnplwsis 011 the Middle
East, plemeco11t11ct Li12d.1 Sikka,
Box 239.
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will be oflw!red 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
NEW ti
,

~

-.
;;

..
.,

I.~

~

a.
.

.

,i

~~
............

----r~~1~--~
--·-~,:o..,·ow

'

,.,.

16<•1"':

.·~

~

~

Successfully passing this two hour exam is a requirement for admission to the New
York State Bar. This seminar is FREE to students who are enrolled in the PIEPER BAR
REVIEW COURSE, otherwise there is a $125.00 fee which includes books. Why not
come and experience the Pieper method.
Applications can be obtained from your Law School or the National Conference of
Bar Examiners (319) 337-1287.
The filing deadline for this exam is Feburary 15, 1991. The exam fee is $25.00. Late
registration will be accepted until March 6, 1991, but the exam fee is increased to
$75.00. If you miss the March MPRE, the next MPRE exam is Friday, August 16, 1991.

For more information contactyour LawSchool Pieper Rep or

PIEPER NEW YORK-MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD.
90 Willis Avenue, Mineola, N.Y. 11501 • Telephone: (516} 747-4311
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Caveat Lector - This is a work of fiction
with biting social commentary.
In my two room office the mercury in
the thermometer was playing hide and
seek with me while a stoney silence had
descended upon my telephone. With
holiday shopping bills looming on the
horizon my fiscal policy needed a big
shot in the arm.
I started cold calling people mentioned
in the newspaper as victims of crimes
and accidents, trying to drum up some
clients. This was a definite violation of
some canon in the MPR or in the CPLR
we learned in Legal Confession, but as
long as my clients didn't know pro bono
from Sonny Bono, I was in the clear.
Nothing.
Then in walked Owls Gorlas, a man of
infant jest and no bull reason a straight
shooting smart ass who tipped me on to
more clients than my Bhopal travel
agents. Owls got his nickname from his
wise cracking disposition and the circular
eyeglasses that looked like he'd swiped
them off the Hubbell Spacescope.
"So, It Guy," he said by way of address.
That was his usual shortening of my.
nickname and I gave him the usual nod
of my head. "Well, it is a bit cold in here,
but don't let that darken your mood. Isn't
it your brother Bri's birthday? Give him
my best."
I said I would and asked him what he
had for me as he reclined in one of the
chairs opposite my desk.
"Let's get right to the point. I can set
you up with as many clients as your
avaricious heart desires," he began with
a deliberate casual air. I tried to equal
his equipoise and would have achieved
it had I not coughed up a major organ at
the thought of all the money he was
suggesting.
"Hold on a minute," he cautioned with
an upheld palm. "This is still in its early
stages. A
couple wrinkles to go, but I'm sure its
golden. Years ago a 'friend' sent some
weapons to a mid-east country; prece
dent, right? I'm sure with a few good
moves and the use of some clever
grandfather clause we could be back in
the supply business."
I had an uneasy feeling about where
Owls was going, but we've always made
a killing at fee time. I asked him if the
State Department was aware of the
activities.
"Aware, hell, they were supporting us.
Even helped make introductions all
around. This target country was busy
fighting a very popular enemy and we
cheered them on, scoffing at the U.N.
when it tried to find a peaceful solution.
Sure, private entrepeneurs supplied this
target country, and we've done a damn
fine job of it. America should be proud
that we have maintained customers
through good service." Owls stood upto
take off his coat as his face flushed with
patriotic fervor.
I asked him if America took pride in

arming an aggressive country in an
internecine war only to have that coun
try become a loose cannon in the middle
eastern balance· of power.
He dismised me with a wave of his thin
arm. "You think Iraq v. Iran was mutually
destructive? Ha! Saddam is still in
charge and the power of the Ayatollah
Khomeini eclipsed martyrdom with the
bitter man reaching from the grave to
inspire his people. No destruction. Iraq
is no loose cannon, uninhibited by our
standards, sure, but not exactly loose.
But I digress, back to selling ammo.
Corporations routinely defy legislation
by dumping toxic chemicals under the
protection of a grandfather clause, why
should these private suppliers suffer
from a tyranny of the majority? I feel that
the arms dealers should be accorded
the same courtesy. They are no less the
entrepreneur than the chemical corpo
rations and no less important an eco
nomic indicator. Guns don't kill people
at the rate that toxic waste destroys the
value of taxable property. Let's face it,
this war is not against simple naked
aggression," Owls leaned on the back
legs of the chair assuming the superior
air I detested on that side of my desk.
His arguments had the lucidity of the
amorally righteous, a combination best
left in Criminal Law classes. I told him
that nobody would · shed a tear for
Saddam, but the waste of life to achieve
the ironic goal of removing a man sup
ported by the West in the recent past
was not lost on the public. Money had
fallen into the scales of the World Court.
"It was never out of the scales," he
replied with his condescending tone.
He knew how to get under my skin. "A
sound fiscal policy is always a consid
eration when becoming the aggressor.
The international coalition in the Persian
Gulf is a peace-keeping force intent on
reducing the sovereign nation of Iraq to
rubble. I'm sure they have it coming to
them. I don't argue since we are at war,
and with partisanship stopping at the
shore and all, but this country was
founded upon the firm belief in God, and
you can't have a God without a profit.
Keeping arms dealers out of Iraq is
sacrilegious and unpatriotic."
I told him that prophet is spelled with a
"ph" in the middle and received a blank
look for my trouble. Owls had obviously
twisted his head around one too many
times. I ushered him out of my office and
lit a fire in my wood burning stove, hoping
the mercury in my thermometer would
reappear.
The newspaper was next to burn, but
an article on the page caught my eye. A
young man had purchased a gun on the
front steps of his apartment building for
less than one hundred dollars. Within
one hour he was dead. One hour. Arms
dealing is the same around the world,
we are simply discussing a matter of
degree.
Who is the criminal, who is the victim?

The Deadline for
the next issue of
The Opinion
is February 7 at 5 :00pm
Please submit articles to box 677 or 808.

Don't Walk Alone
By Subrata Paul

"Be sure not to walk alone."
Fear struck my heart as I read these
words. Here I was, alone on the Baldy
walkway, reading the paper. And in the
lower, right-hand corner was a small
paragraph about a woman who had
been attacked walking to the Flint Loop.
Well, what could you expect? If she
was dumb enough to be actually walk
ing ALONE at 7:00 at NIGHT, near one
of the busiest areas of the school ... she
was just asking for it. Look what hap
pened to Linda Yalem. Jogging ALONE
at noon, in an area where everyone, but
the UB students, knew that two other
women had been attacked ... you take
the risks, you reap the consequences.
So here I was a 22-year-old woman,
alone, in the Baldy walkway, having to
get to my car. Who to go to?
ARTF. They were conscientiously in
front of the libraries every day of the
week that I had studied late. Walking to
one of their stations where their volun
teers normally wait, there was no one
around. I realized that the libraries had
closed a while ago.
Okay. Not to panic. There are other
avenues to go through. Public Safety, I
think to myself. But wait. A faint memory
springs to mind. Wasn 't there ... could
I be mistaken? No. There was definitely
a letter that had stated how Public Safety
had refused to help a woman who had
been unable to start her car, very late at
night. She had been stuck in a dark,
empty parking-lot until her room-mate
could pick her up.
I didn't have a room-mate .
I probably also fell into the area of the

public not meant to be kept safe, being
a woman who was out of the house, late
at night, alone on campus.
I was obviously not going to get help
from Public Safety.
I look again at the little paragraph;
nearly overlooked by the fanfare of
President Sample leaving. "Be sure not
to walk alone." A little to my left are my
car keys. Attached is a whistle given by
Phi Delta Theta, which states "Never
walk alone."
Well, that was easy for them to say. I
take a deep breath and look around tc
see if any of my friends are still around.
No one.
But wait. There in the corner is a gu)
I didn't notice before. He looks clear
and innocuous. Kinda cute in a con
ventional way.
But then ... wasn't Ted Bundy?
I resign myself to the inevitable.
There is no way around it. I have to
walk to my car, alone. My keys in one
hand, my purse weighed down with
heavy objects in the other hand, I slowly
and cautiously make my way through
the deserted halls.
Was that a sound? No. Just my keys
jingling in my hand. I stifle them and go
outside. I cross the street to get to my
car. As I pass through yet another
unlighted area, a figure jumps out and
grabs me from behind.
So I do the only thing any normal
female would do.
I stick his face with my sharp keys , flip
him as I had learned in Judo class, and
as he lay on the ground, I hit him with my
ten-pound purse. He should have seen
it coming.
I mean, wasn't he told not to walk
alone?

SBA Prez Goes to Superbowl XXV
By Taunya Hannibal

I've never considered myself a lucky
person, but my attitude changed on
January 18, 1991. On that night I won a
trip for two to the Superbowl in Tampa,
Florida.
I've never won anything in my life
except for a bronze miniature pony when
I was 9 at a carnival and about three
years ago, I won two tickets to see
"YES" in concert, for having a sexy
voice (I had just awakened before
school.)
I found out about the trip to Tampa by
listening to 97 Rock, which is weird,
because I usually listen to CFNY. The
D.J. was performing live at the Ameri
can Sports Cafe and announced a 1O
item scavenger hunt to take place the
following night at happy hour. The deal
was for you to bring in the 1o named
items which would qualify you to enter a
name drawing. I immediately wanted to
enter because the prize was a trip to
Tampa to see the Superbowl. I decided
to gather all of the items and call my
boyfriend to get him to enter also. Mike,
a 4th. year Med Student at U.B. , said he
would be at the hospital late Friday and
would try and meet me. So, I got my
duffle bag and put my longjohns, a
seashell, an old Bills ticket, a bow tie,
and an invoice from Sports Illustrated
inside. Now ~had to purchase an Alice
Cooper tape, a jar of Vaseline, a can of
orange juice and a Rich non-dairy prod
uct. Also, I had to write "97 Rock" and
"Bills" on my face. No problem, right?
Wrong!
I thought I had purchased everything
and arrived at the bar. I checked my bag,
and ... Damn, I forgot the whipped
cream! So, cursing all the way, I drove

to the nearest Tops Friendly Market and
picked up the whipped cream.
Once at the bar, I immediately got the
two-for-one special and ordered screw
drivers. That accomplished, I went to
register my items and my name. Little
did I know, I was supposed to wear the
longjohns, so I promptly placed them on
my head so I would qualify. Now, I went
back to the bar to await the drawing. i
met some people and began talking,
had another special, continued talking
and had another special. I continually
asked for the time and dreaded having
to go to the bathroom. Finally the time
came, but I was way in the back and
could hardly hear anything. So, I looked
at my drink and that's when someone
said, "Taunya Hannibal."
I looked up, swallowed, and grabbed
the nearest person and screamed "That's
me!" I ran up front, jumped up the stairs
and kept screaming, no words, just
screaming. Then Jim Pastrick said
"Congratulations Taunya, You just won
two Superbowl Tickets! What do you
have to say?" I grabbed the microphone
and said "Ahhhhhh!". And believe it or
not folks, that's when I began to cry. I
knew how much this would mean to my
boyfriend and I just couldn't believe my
luck! Imagine, there's snot running down
my face and people calling me dirty
names all because I won two Superbowl
tickets. I know God was watching be
cause the first two ballots pulled were
blank. After I found that out, I went back
to the bar. That's when I realized I was
intoxicated. So, I called my Mom, crying
, and asked for my Dad to come and get
me. That accomplished, I went back to
the bar and toasted my neighbors to my
victory.
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Do you like to Write?
Draw?
Take photographs?
The Opinion needs you!
At tne end ot this semester elections tor editorial
board positions of THE OPINION will be held.
Join the paper now and pad out your resume while gaining valuable
writing experience as well as having lots of fun!!!!!

The Fun Starts This Friday At The Library
(3405 Bailey Avenue)

Come to The Opinion's
Recruitment Party/Happy Hour
Where:
The Library/BBC
When:
Friday February 8th .
Time:
5:00 PM
Lowdown: Free Beer ALL NIGHT!!!
· (Law School ID Needed)
IO Tuesday, February 5, 1991

• The Opinion

Free Food 5:00-8:00

The Docket
What:
When:
Where:

BLSA Meeting.
Tuesday, 2/5,@ 4:30 pm.
Room 406, O'Brian Hall.

What:
When:
Where:

Planning Meeting for a "Teach-in" on the Persian Gulf War.
Wednesday, 2/6,@ 5:00 pm.
Room 105, O'Brian Hall.

What:
When:
Where:

Federalists Meeting.
Wednesday, 2/6@ 4:30 pm.
Room 505, O'Brian Hall.

What:
When:
pm.
Where:
Lowdown:

AWLS Clothing Drive.
Wednesday and Thursday, 2/6 & 2n, from 9:00 am to 1:00

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

2nd Floor, O' Brian Hall.
All donations go to Haven House and Friends of the Night.
"Have a Heart" Valentine's Day Food Drive.
Thursday, 2n, all day.
Outside the law library.
Please bring canned and dry food items to help those less
fortunate.

PUBLIC INTEREST/ PUBLIC SERVICE LEGAL CAREER SYMPOSIUM -

This year's program will be held on Thursday, February 21, and
Friday, February 22, 1991. The Symposium is designed to provide
students with an opportunity to participate in individual inter
views and small group discussions with attorneys and to attend
panel discussions on topics related to various aspects of public
interest and government practice. They will have an "Open
House" format so that students may register at any time on
Thursday or Friday. Information on the employers conducting
individual interviews and deadlines will be forthcoming. See
poster and brochure outside room 308.

Budget Con 't.from pg. 7
health care providers, and less attention
for patients. In some instances, these
cuts will put both staff members and
patients in harm.
The cuts to the Office of Mental Health
will affect the people who are least able
to advocateforthemselves. The mentallyt
ill are among the most vulnerable mem
bers of our society. Unfortunately, this
status makes them easy targets for the
axe of budget cuts.
Today, many mentally ill individuals
are homeless and living on our streets.
This year's budget cuts, along with those
expected next year, will mean that indi
viduals with mental illnesses will not be
able to find help they need and deserve.
In addition, those patier.ts now in mental
health facilities may be released pre
maturely. To make matters worse, out
patient clinics will not have the staff
necessary to care for the flood of newly
dispossessed patients.
In the long run, these cuts will cost a
great deal more, both in lives and money,

than will be saved now. With proper
care, many of our state's mentally ill
patients can be reintegrated into the
community and live healthy lives. With
out proper care, however, thesepeople
- our sons and daughters, sisters and
brothers, mothers and fathers, hus
bands, wives, lovers, and friends, in
short, our fellow human beings, will be
forced to remain in institutions longer
than is necessary. Others may be
released before they are ready, only to
end up on the streets, back in an institu
tion, or in jail.
This will happen not for lack of concern,
but for want of money.
The budget cuts to these facilities is
both a horrible mistake, and a sad com
mentary on our state's attitude toward
the mentally ill.
It is time for our governor and the people
of this state to educate themselves about
the reality of mental illness, and to real
ize that we are all susceptible to this
most terrible of fates

Gulf Crisis Con 't. from pg. 5
the war in the Persian Gulf could turn out
to be good for auto salesmen, guys who
pave roads and bridge builders."
The second article is titled,"Gulf Con
flict could bring war dividends; Defense
contractors expect increase in employ
ment, orders, and profits from war." The
first paragraph in the article merely says,
"The timing couldn't have been better."
Where both articles end on page three
there is a big advertisement for flag
decals, "ONLY $19.95!!"
January 29, 1991. All morning long , all
three networks of the local press adver
tise that a pro-war rally is planned in
Capen Lobby at noon. The college

republicans manage to assemble 25
students to sing yankee -doodle dandy
and a local radio announcer reports,
"hundreds of students are streaming in
to Capen lobby." He forgot to mention
that most of them went to the money
machine and then left.
After the raliy, none of the college
republicans headed off for the local mili
tary recruiting stations which happened
to be open for business that day.
January 30, 1991 . The body bags start
rolling in as Rambo marines get too
close to the Iraqi border and the Iraqi
troops come in late at night to mix it up.

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Forum on Violence Against Women.
Thursday, 2n, from 10:30 am to 5:30 ·pm.
Kiva Room, Baldy Hall (on the first floor.)
The Graduate Group for Feminist Studies presents this forurr
which will consist of a series of workshops and panels featu
ing prominent members of the community, university stu
dents, and professors.

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

The Opinion Recruitment Party.
Friday, 2/8, starting at 5:00 pm.
The Library, on Bailey Ave.
Your only opportunity to meet some of the most with it, hit:
groovin' law students in the history of UB, all gathered
together in one place!!

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

Mentor Program Mixer.
Monday, 2/11, from 5:00 pm tp 6:30 pm.
Faculty Lounge, O'Brian Hall.
Sponsored by the Women's Bar Association and Women
Lawyers of Western New York. Wine and cheese will be
served, and everyone is welcome.

What:
When:
Where:
Lowdown:

SASU and USS Legislative Conference.
February 22 - February 25.
Albany, New York.
You can get more information on this conference by calling
SASU at (518) 465-2406, or Ardeshir in SBA at 636-2748.

What:

Presentation by Paula Ettelbrick, Legal Director of Lambda
Legal Defense.
Tuesday, 2/26,@ 8:00 pm.
Room 108, O'Brian Hall.
Ms. Ettel brick will be speaking ofherorganizat_ion 's efforts to
expand the legal rights of gays and lesbians.

When:
Where:
Lowdown:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

1988-1990 STUDENT DATA.
Total Minority Students Registered:
1989

1988

Category

1990

African American

14

M=5
F=9

29

M=13
F=16

30

Hispanic

13

M=5
F=8

14

M=8
F=6

13

M=7
F=6

Asian/Pl

16

M=13
F=3

12

M=7
F=5

10

M=8
F=2

Native American

2

M=1
F=1

-0-

2

M=0
F=2

TOTAL

45

55

55

1989

1988

Total LMP Students Registered
Category

1990

African American

9

M=3
F=6

27

M=13
F=14

24

M=11
F=13

White

2

M=2
F=0

2

M=1
F=1

2

M=2
F=0

TOTAL

28

Hispanic

7

M=3
F=4

10

M=6
F=4

8

M=6
F=2

Asian/Pl

7

M=6
F=1

7

M=1
F=6

5

M=3
F=2

Native American

1

M=1
F=0

-0-

2

M=0
F=2

Other Minority

2

M=2
F=0

M=1

1

M=0

47

1

42
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ATTENTION: CLASSES OF 1991 & 1992

SPRING SEMESTER
DISCOUNT ·

UP
TO
WHEN YOU REGISTER EARLY FOR BAR/BRl'S
NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, OR ANY NEW ENGLAND BAR REVIEW.

If your registration fee is:

$150

$100

$50

New York

$1095

Your tuition will be:
$1145

$1195

New England

$945

$995

$1045

New Jersey

$845

$B95

$945

Note: Regulartultlons are $1245 In New York; $1095 In New England
and $995 In New Jersey.

THE LAST DAY TO SAVE UP TO $150

,s~ 6c

/-J,vrvti.'VIC/;-/)

BAR REVIEW
THE BAR REVIEW THAT CARES ABOUT YOU. TM
415 SEVENTH AVENUE, SUITE 62
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001
(212} 594-3696 (201} 623-3363 (516} 542-1030
(914} 684-0807 FAX: (212} 643-9460

20 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 930
BOSTON, MASS. 02116
(617} 437-1171 (203} 724-3910
FAX: (617} 437-069B
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